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The Great Competition
The way was now open to the great competition in Dreadnoughts which was to continue up to the Great War. In April, 1906, a new German Naval Law had been introduced, which provided for the widening of the Kiel Canal, and a considerable increase in the previous ship-building programme. At the end of the year Great Britain created a Home Fleet to be concentrated in the North Sea, and in the following year the British Secretary for War, Mr. Haldane, introduced his military scheme which provided an Expeditionary Force of 120,000 men to operate, in case of need, on the continent of Europe. In less than two years the Liberal British Government had discovered that it was living in a fighting world in which it dared not go unprepared. Men might agree m the abstract that the competition in armaments was collectively folly, but each nation judged that armaments were imperative for itself.
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